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ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND ACADEMIC FREEDOM

Academic Integrity

Copyright infringement is the act of exercising, without permission or legal authority, one or more of the
exclusive rights granted to the copyright owner under section 106 of the Copyright Act (Title 17 of the
United States Code). These rights include the right to reproduce or distribute a copyrighted work. In the
file-sharing context, downloading or uploading substantial parts of a copyrighted work without authority
constitutes an infringement. Bet Midrash Ohel Torah forbids unauthorized distribution of copyrighted
material including unauthorized peer-to-peer sharing. Safeguards are in place to prevent unauthorized
distribution of copyrighted materials. Penalties for copyright infringement include civil and criminal
penalties. In general, anyone found liable for civil copyright infringement may be ordered to pay either
actual damages or “statutory” damages affixed at not less than $750 and not more than $30,000 per work
infringed. For “willful” infringement, a court may award up to $150,000 per work infringed. A court can,
in its discretion, also assess costs and attorneys’ fees. For details, see Title 17, United States Code, Sections
504, 505. Willful copyright infringement can also result in criminal penalties, including imprisonment of
up to five years and fines of up to $250,000 per offense. For more information, see the website of the
U.S. Copyright Office at www.copyright.gov.

Legal alternatives to obtain copyrighted material include:

e Purchasing the material

e Securing permission from the copyright owner

e Linking to materials on other sites, rather than copying and posting
e Using material in the public domain

e Lawfully using protected materials after a fair use analysis

Students are reminded that even content paid for can be a copyright infringement and that free content
is not always an infringement.

Plagiarism will not be tolerated in any form. Intentional plagiarism will be grounds for grade reduction,
loss of course credit, or mandatory repeat of the course.
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Academic Freedom

Bet Midrash Ohel Torah values the freedom of expression that is an inherent right and a core strength of
our institution’s faculty and students. Our educational program relies heavily on the free exchange of
ideas, and as described in our academic program, on the critical thinking and intellectual debate that
underlie course study.

Bet Midrash Ohel Torah has a strong commitment to the following ideals that faculty and students are
entitled to, without fear of suppression or retaliatory actions:

Faculty and students have the right to express their views — in speech, writing, or other medium.
Faculty and students can conduct research on topics of their choice.

Faculty and students can complain to the board of directors if they feel that their academic
freedom is being infringed upon.

Faculty and student can conduct intellectual debate freely.

Political beliefs will not be imposed on faculty or students.

Faculty and students have the right to disagree with administrative proposals.

Faculty and students have the right to disagree with each other’s viewpoints.

Faculty have the right to have input and involvement in curriculum decisions.

Faculty members have the right to due process in the event of institutional or student
allegations/charges.
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Exceptions to the above exist when someone else’s rights are being infringed upon.

Academic integrity and academic freedom are important to the core mission

of our institution and will be enforced strictly. Any student or faculty member

who has a complaint in these areas can submit a formal complaint to the CEO
and/or the Board of Directors.
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